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Will  Use 
Helicopter 
Against  Fires 


Most  recent  addition  to  the  forest  fire  fighting  equipment  of 
the  Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  is  this  Bell 
"Ranger"  helicopter.  The  white  painted  craft  with  the  Alberta 
Government  crest  on  its  side,  is  capable  of  rapidly  moving  con- 
siderable weight  of  equipment  or  personnel  into  places  of 
difficult  accessibility  in  its  forest  preservation  work.  During 
height  of  the  fire  season,  this  aircraft,  with  the  conventional 
type  plane  purchased  by  the  department  last  year,  will  be 
augmented  by  leased  commercial  planes  as  required.  Unique 
feature  is  the  interior  winch,  being  examined  by  the  Hon. 
Norman  Willmore,  Minister  of  Lands  and  Forests,  and  Mr. 
F.  Piatt,  of  the  department.  With  the  plane's  wide  side  door  re- 
moved, the  ivinch  increases  the  utility  of  the  aircraft  materially. 


Provide 


Penicillin 


A  new  program  of  free  penicillin  for  Alberta 
children  susceptible  to  rheumatic  fever  will  go 
into  effect  April  1,  it  was  announced  by  Hon. 
Dr.  J.  D.  Ross,  Alberta  Minister  of  Public  Health. 

Children  up  to  19  years  of  age,  who  have  had 
one  or  more  attacks  of  rheumatic  fever,  will  be 
eligible  for  free  issue  of  penicillin  pills.  Those 
who  are  allergic  to  penicillin  or  do  not  respond 
to  its  protective  qualities  may  receive  sulfa  drugs 
as  an  alternative.  Distribution  will  be  made 
through  health  unit  offices  and  family  doctors. 

The  government  aid  program  will  be  more 
comprehensive  and  cost  considerably  less  than 
similar  protection  which  could  be  procured  on 


For    Children  Pte-instate  Free 

Maternity  Plan 


an  individual  basis.  Approximately  600  Alberta 
youngsters  are  expected  to  be  eligible  for  the 
assistance.  Cost  of  supplying  each  with  a  daily 
dose  will  be  about  $25  per  child  for  a  full  year. 
Eventual  cost  of  the  program,  when  all  eligible 
children  are  brought  in,  is  estimated  at  $15,000 
per  year. 

Recurrent  attacks  of  rheumatic  fever  in  chil- 
dren often  result  in  lasting  damage  to  the  heart. 
Daily  administration  of  penicillin  has  been  found 
highly  effective  in  preventing  attacks.  Protection 
for  adults  is  of  less  vital  concern  in  public  health 
because  rheumatic  fever  at  this  stage  is  not  so 
likely  to  be  recurrent  and  seldom  leaves  its  effect 
on  the  heart. 


Alberta's  free  maternity  program  has  been 
re-instated  with  increased  benefits  and  made 
retroactive  to  April  1.  Department  of  Public 
Health  earlier  this  year  announced  the  program 
would  be  discontinued  when  the  Alberta  Hos- 
pitalization Plan  became  effective  April  1. 

Free  hospitalization  will  be  provided  for 
mothers  and  children  for  the  first  twelve  days 
of  confinement.  If  further  hospitalization  is  re- 
quired the  patients  will  be  assessed  at  a  rate  of 
$1.50  to  $2.00  per  day  for  mothers,  depending 
upon  the  size  of  the  hospital,  and  $1.00  per  day 
for  newborns. 

Cost  of  drugs  and  other  hospital  services 
previously  charged  to  the  patient  will  now  be 
borne  by  the  Province.  • 
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Go  in  Here 


D.  P.  Greene,  right,  of  Edmonton  s  H.  A.  Gray 
public  school  presents  an  Enterprise  lesson  in  one 
of  a  series  of  experimental  closed  circuit  school  tele- 
casts conducted  by  the  Provincial  Department  of 
Education  recently.  Television  camera  is  centre 
while  the  control  panel  ivith  monitor  sets  is  on  left. 


and  tome 
Out  Here 


Other  photo  shows  the  grade  six  class  of  the  Univer- 
sity public  school  following  the  lesson  in  another 
room  of  the  same  building.  Teacher  H.  P.  Sin- 
somson  supervises  the  class.  One  of  two  television 
receivers  is  also  seen  in  the  photograph. 


An  experimental  series  of  ten  closed-circuit  telecasts  to  determine  the 
pacticability  and  effectiveness  of  classroom  television  teaching  has  been 
completed  by  the  Provincial  Department  of  Education,  working  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  University  of  Alberta  Faculty  of  Education  and  the  Edmonton 
Public  School  Board. 

The  ten  lessons,  in  social  studies,  science,  music  and  art,  were  piped 
to  a  grade  five  and  a  grade  six  class  in  Edmonton  under  the  supervision 
of  officials  of  the  three  educational  bodies.  Instructors  were  members  of 
the  Public  School  Board's  teaching  staff. 

The  School  Broadcasts  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Education  arranged 
for  the  rental  of  the  closed  circuit  televising  equipment  and  also  directed 
the  telecasts  from  the  University  of  Alberta.  Equipment  included  two 
cameras,  a  control  panel  with  three  monitoring  sets,  five  receiving  sets, 
two  in  each  of  the  classrooms  and  one  in  a  viewing  room,  and  lighting 
and  other  equipment.     Technical  staff  was  non-professional.  Students 
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from  Victoria  Composite  High  School  in  Edmonton  manned  the  cameras 
and  the  audio-video  controls. 

Teaching  techniques  most  suited  to  classroom  television  teaching  were 
also  studied  during  the  experimental  tests.  Officials  also  attempted  to 
determine  whether  closed  circuit  television  could  be  used  as  an  aid  in 
instructing  student  teachers. 

It  is  believed  the  test  was  the  second  of  its  type  in  Canada.  School 
telecasts  have  previously  been  carried  out  on  the  CBC-TV  network  on  a 
nationwide  basis.  • 


Coming  Events 


.Edmonton 


April  28- 

May    3  Rodeo  _  

May    5  7  Canadian  Highway  Safety  Conference   Edmonton 

May    7-  9  Alberta  Federation  of  Home  and  School  Associationi  Edmonton 

May  10-11  Alberta  Recreation  Association  Convention  „  Banff 

May  11-13  Dog  Show  and  Obedience  Trials  „  Calgary 

May  19-21  Optimist  International  Convention  _  Calgary 

May  24-25  Alberta  Camping  Association  Convention  Red  Deer 

May  28-30  Canadian  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgy  Calgary 

May  28-  1958  Conference  of  Learned  Societies  Edmonton 

June  16 
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Few  changes  are  incorporated  in  Alberta's  1957-58  angling  regulaj, 
which  went  into  effect  April  1.  The  current  anglers'  guide  issuedoy  the 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  lists  the  closing  of  a  few  stre*fms  and  open- 
ing of  others,  an  alternating  management  practice.  The  pr/nted  guide  again 
contains  sectional  maps  defining  principal  angling  yaters  and  all  fish 
sanctuaries,  in  addition  to  catch  limits  and  generalXegulations. 

The  Fisheries  Branch  of  the  Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests 
planted  young  fish  of  many  suitable  species  isr  a  total  of  133  locations 
throughout  the  province  last  year. 

Following  is  an  outline  of  the  1957  stocking  program,  giving  locations, 
species  and  numbers: 

SOUTHERN  ALBERTA 

Medicine  Hat  District— Cavan  Reservoir,  51,000  rainbow  fingerlings; 
Peace  Butte  Reservoir,  49,600  rahroow  fingerlings. 

Lethbridge  District— Chin  LaJce,  1,400,000  pickerel  eyed-eggs;  Cross 
Coulee  Reservoir,  105,400  rainpow  fingerlings;  Johnson's  Pond,  3,125 
rainbow  fingerlings;  Raymond /Pond,  2,000  rainbow  fingerlings;  Scope 
Reservoir,  3,000,000  pickerel  fertilized  eggs. 

Cardston  District— B. A.  Reservoir,  10,200  rainbow  fingerlings,  Beaver- 
dam  Lake,  10.400  rainbow  fingerlings;  Cheeseman  Dams,  10,230  rainbow 
fingerlings;  Magrath  Pond,  A, 600  rainbow  fingerlings,  210  cut-throat  and 
rainbow  3-year;  Mami  Lake,  210,800  rainbow  fingerlings;  Merrill's  Lake, 
15.400  rainbow  fingerlin/s;  Police  Lake,  102,000  rainbow  fingerlings; 
Walberger  Lake,  45,500  rainbow  fingerlings. 

Brooks  District— Jarmeson  Reservoir,  672  adult  perch;  Louisiana  Lake 
No.  3,  51,200  rainbow  f/ngerlings;  Rock  Lake,  266,000  rainbow  fingerlings. 

Pincher  Creek  Disfrict— all  plantings  in  this  area  were  rainbow  finge 
lings:  Bathing  Lake,  /,200;  Bellevue  Children's  Pond,  1,000;  Blairmore 


Where  They're 


Reservoir,  1,265;  Burmis  Lake,  1,500;  Burns  Creek  Beaver  Ponds,  1,000; 
Chinks  Pond,  1,000;  CPR  Reservoir  (Blairmore),  500;  Deadman  Reservoir, 
20,330;  Glacier  Creek  Beaver  Ponds,  1,200;  Gold  Creek  Beaver  Ponds, 
1,200;  Heaton  Reservoir,  1,200;  Jackson  Creek  Dams,  3,000;  Cliff  Lang 
Reservoir,  2,000;  McCarthy  Lake,  3,600;  Mitchell  Reservoir,  600;  Neufeld 
Reservoir,  750;  Pincher  Creek  Children's  Pond,  1,510;  Pine  Creek  Beaver 
Ponds,  600;  Screwdriver  Creek,  900;  Window  Mountain  Lake,  3,000; 
Yarrow  Warns,  1,200,  Lee  Lake,  15.500. 

Claresholm  District— Abbott's  Reservoir,  5,300  rainbow  fingerlings. 

High  River  District— High  River  Pond,  1,900  rainbow  fingerlings,  200 
three-year  cutthroat  and  rainbow;  Highwood  Beaver  Ponds,  12,250  eastern 
brook  fingerlings;  Neilson's  Lake,  32,450  loch  leven  fingerlings,  29,700 
rainbow  fingerlings. 


M\m  in 


CALGARY  DISTRICT 

Calgary  District  (East)— Hanson's  Reservoir,  51,200  rainbow  finger- 
lings; Mattis  Reservoir,  4,800  rainbow  fingerlings;  Severn  Reservoir,  30,500 
rainbow  fingerlings. 

Calgary  District  (West)— Bearspaw  Reservoir  (Bow  River),  1,478  adult 
rainbow;  Cochrane  West  Lake,  432  adult  perch,  47  adult  pike;  Fish  Creek, 
11,100  eastern  brook  fingerlings;  Twin  Lakes  (Canmore)  2,125  rainbow 
fingerlings. 

Drumheller  District— Anderson's  Reservoir;  No.  1,  1,250  rainbow  finger^ 
lings;  No.  3  4,000  rainbow  fingerlings:  No.  4,  8,000  rainbow  fingerlings. 

Castor  District— Boehlke  Pond,  40,800  rainbow  fingerlings;  Cap  Eyre 
Lake,  48,400  rainbow  fingerlings;  Dilberry  Lake,  60,600  rainbow  finger- 
lings; Parks  Reservoir,  4,200  rainbow  fingerlings. 

Didsbury  District— Big  Prairie  Creek,  6,000  loch  leven  fingerlings; 
Eagle  Lake  42,000  rainbow  fingerlings;  Fair  Creek,  7,000  loch  leven  finger- 
lings; Fallen  Timber  Creek,  1,700  loch  leven  fingerlings;  Ford  Creek, 
5,000  rainbow  fingerlings;  Moose  Creek,  11,400  eastern  brook  fingerlings; 
Rat  Lake,  90,000  rainbow  fingerlings;  Upper  James  River,  11,250  rainbow 
fingerlings;  Winchell  Lake,  11,000  rainbow  fingerlings. 


NORTH-CENTRAL  DISTRICT 

Red/Deer  District— Lacombe  Pond,  1,800  rainbow  fingerlings;  Maverick 
Lake,  2S,500  perch  fingerlings;  McMullens  Creek,  2,400  eastern  brook 
fingerlir  gs;  Parlby  Creek,  4,440  eastern  brook  fingerlings;  Richards  Reser- 
voir, 3,i  00  rainbow  fingerlings;  Starland  Reservoir,  7,200  rainbow  finger- 
lings. 

Ro  Jky  Mountain  House  District— Big  Beaver  Creek  4,250  loch  leven 
fingerliigs,  21,000  eastern  brook  fingerlings;  Blueberry  Creek,  28,600 
eastern  brook  fingerlings;  Chambers  Creek,  12,160  loch  leven  fingerlings, 
10,500  eastern  brook  fingerlings;  Cow  Creek,  6,000  loch  level  fingerlings; 
Crimsoi  Lake,  12,000  adult  perch;  Cuttoff  Creek,  10,500  eastern  brook 
fingerli  lgs;  Drummond  Creek,  1,000  loch  leven  fingerlings;  Elk  Creek, 
3,130  och  leven  fingerlings;  Goldeye  Lake,  31,500  rainbow  fingerlings; 
Ivy  Ci  3ek,  1,000  rainbow  fingerlings,  2,000  eastern  brook  fingerlings; 
Little  1  eaver  Creek,  3,710  loch  leven  fingerlings;  Lobstick  Creek,  22,600 
eastern  brook  fingerlings;  Matts  Creek,  11,100  eastern  brook  fingerlings; 
Mud  C  reek,  6,000  loch  leven  fingerlings,  17,000  rainbow  fingerlings; 
N.A.F.I  .  Reservoir,  500  loch  leven  fingerlings;  Prentiss  Creek,  8,120  two- 


year  loch  leven,  9,600  loch  leven  fingerlings;  Spring  Creek,  1,500  rainbow 
fingerlings;  Whitegoat  Creek,  10,100  eastern  brook  fingerlings. 

Camrose  District— Black  Nugget  Lake,  9,000  rainbow  fingerlings; 
Gadsby  Lake,  35,000  adult  perch;  Little  Beaver  Lake,  6,000  adult  perch; 
Round  Hill  Strip  Lake,  4,500  rainbow  fingerlings. 

Ponoka  District— Deer  Creek,  10,000  eastern  brook  fingerlings,  11,000 
loch  leven  fingerlings;  Muskeg  Creek,  11,500  loch  leven  fingerlings;  Town 
Lake,  23,800  adult  perch. 

Vermilion  District-Camp  Lake,  10,000  adult  perch;  Raft  Lake,  1,627 
adult  perch. 

Edmonton  and  Wabamum  Districts— Chichako  Lake,  51,800  rainbow 
fingerlings;  Company  Lake,  8,500  adult  perch;  Burke  Lake,  20,900  rainbow 
fingerlings;  Eden  Lake,  5,088  adult  pike;  Half  Moon  Lake,  44,400  adult 
perch;  Hastings  Lake,  506  adult  pike,  14,100  adult  perch;  Hennig  Lake, 
10,000  adult  perch;  Hubbies  (Allen)  Lake,  417  adult  pike;  Mayatan  (Bad) 
Lake,  369  adult  pike,  8,000  adult  perch;  McDonald  Lake,  84  adult  pike; 
Muir  Lake,  43,260  rainbow  fingerlings;  Ogden  Lake,  5,000  rainbow  finger- 
lings; Pawlyk  Lake,  10,000  adult  perch;  Sandy  Lake,  3,500  adult  perch; 
Schaffers  Lake,  135  adult  pike;  Springbank  Lake,  239  adult  pike. 


NORTHERN  ALBERTA 

Edson  District-CNR  Reservoir,  12,000  rainbow  fingerlings;  Millers  Lake,  32,400  rainbow  fingerlings; 
Obed  Beaver  Ponds,  25,270  rainbow  fingerlings. 

St.  Paul  and  Lac  La  Biche  Districts-Anderson  Lake,  10,200  adult  perch,  50  adult  pike;  Bellis  Beach 
Lake,  10,000  perch  fingerlings;  Broderick  Lake,  12,000  adult  perch,  12  adult  pike;  Charron  Lake,  40,000 
adult  perch;  Chicken  Lake,  22,500  adult  perch,  750  adult  pickerel,  7,000  spot-tail  minnows,  25  adult  pike; 
Fish  (Bellis)  Lake,  20,000  perch  fingerlings;  Frog  Lake,  20,000  adult  perch;  Hanmore  Lake,  27  adult  pike, 
300  adult  perch;  Garner  Lake,  500  adult  pickerel;  Owlseye  Lake,  10,000  adult  perch,  500  adult  pickerel, 
150  adult  pike,  2,500  spot-tail  minnows;  spot-tail  Missawawi  Lake,  10,000  adult  perch;  Shemeluk  Lake, 
21,120  rainbow  fingerlings;  Three  Mile  Lake,  5,000  psrch  fingerlings;  Windy  Lake,  10,000  adult  perch, 
a       Peace  River  District— Blakely  Reservoir,  387  adult  pike. 
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NEW  CAMP  SITES  BOON  TO  HOLIDAYERS 


Tourists  and  Albertans  alike  will  have  the 
facilities  of  a  large  number  of  campsites  at  their 
disposal  as  the  provincial  construction  program 
continues. 

The  wayside  campsites  consist  of  kitchen  with 
stove  and  tables,  and  water  if  same  can  be 
obtained.  There  are  toilet  facilities  and  play- 
ground area. 

The  campsites  provide  locations  for  tourists 
for  overnight  camping  or  shorter  lunch  stops, 
and  provide  Albertans  with  sites  for  family  picnics 
and  outings. 

Following  is  a  list  of  those  either  completed 
or  at  a  stage  they  will  be  ready  for  use  in  the 
near  future: 

District  1.  Medicine  Hat 

East  of  Medicine  Hat  on  Highway  No.  1,  (15 

acres)  S.W.Vi  Section  9-12-4-4. 
Near  Brooks  on  Highway  No.  1,  N.E.V2  Sec- 
tion 4-19-14-4. 
Near   Suffield  on   Highway   No.    1,  S.W.V4 

Section  8-15-19-4. 
District  2.  Lethbridge 

Highway  No.  3,  on  Island  Lake  one  mile  East 

of  the  British  Columbia  Boundary,  S.W.% 

Section  7-8-5-5. 
On  Waterton  River,  Highway  No.  2  south  of 

Fort  Macleod,  EVz  Section  29-6-25-4. 
On  Highway  No.  3,  four  miles  West  of  Pincher 

Creek  Station  on  Castle  River,  N.E.Vz  Sec- 
Highway  No.  4,  on  Milk  River,  S.E.V4  Section 

tion  35-6-1-5. 

28-2-16-4. 

On  Highway  No.  3,  West  of  Lethbridge,  west 
of  Oldman  River,  N.E.%  Section  2-9-22-4. 
District  4.  Calgary 

Horseshoe  Canyon  on  No.  9  Highway,  6  miles 
west  of  Drumheller,  S.W.1^  Section  27-28- 
21-4. 

On  new  location  of  Trans-Canada  Highway 
"t — Calgary  to  Banff,  on  Deadman's  Flat  be- 

t  tween  Kananaskis  and  Bow  Rivers,  S.E.% 
}    Section  13-24-10-5. 


On  new  location  of  Trans-Canada  Highway 
Calgary  to  Banff,  on  east  shore  of  Lac  Des 
Arce,  N.E.V4  Section  15-24-9-5. 

Silver  Spike  north  of  Drumheller  Fort  Reserve, 
north  west  of  Drumheller  en  route  Munson, 
N.W.%  Section  11-29-20-4. 

Near  Munson  Ferry— About  6  miles  west  of 
Munson  on  Red  Deer  River  one  mile  down- 
stream, S.W.V4  Section  15-30-21-4. 

East  Coulee  road  south  east  of  Drumheller  (site 
of  the  Hoodoos),  Section  7-28-18-4. 


CAMPSITE 


100 


District  5.  East  of  Edmonton 

Highway  No.  14,  six  miles  west  of  Wainwright, 

near  Fabyan,  Section  19-45-7-4. 
Highway  No.  16,  3V2  miles  west  of  Kitscoty, 

S.W.Vi  Section  29-50-3-4. 
Highway  No.  45,  near  Vermilion  River  east  of 

Two  Hills,  Section  19-53-3-4. 
Highway  No.  13,  near  Bittern  Lake,  east  of 

Camrose,  N.W.Y4  Section  26-25-22-4. 
Highway  No.   14,  near  Shonts  and  Tofield, 

N.E.V4  Section  15-50-18-4. 
Highway  No.  2,  Blindman  River  north  of  Red 

Deer,   Additional   Kitchen,   S.E.V4  Section 

15-39-27-4. 


Highway  No.  51,  at  Gilby  on  Medicine  River 
west  of  Lacombe,  S.E.y4  Section  29-40-3-5. 

Highway  No.  12,  between  Lacombe  and  Stet- 
tler  on  Tail  Creek,  N.W.V4  Section  11-39- 
22-4. 

Highway  No.  42  in  the  vicinity  of  Pine  Lake 

east  of  Penhold. 
Content  Bridge  on  Red  Deer  River  Highway 

No.  21  north  of  Delburne,  S.W.Y4  Section 

34-38-22-4. 

Highway  No.  12  near  Winfield  (flowing  spring) 

S.W.V4  Section  8-46-3-5. 
Highway  No.  19  near  Warburg  (flowing  spring) 

N.E.y4  Section  34-46-3-5. 
Block  12,  Ma-Me-O  Beach,  Pigeon  Lake,  High- 
way No.  19  west  of  Wetaskiwin,  N.W.1/4 

Section  14-46-28  4. 
District  7.  St.  Paul. 

Long  Lake,  Highway  No.  28  south  of  Bonny- 

ville,  Section  25-58-7-4. 
On  North  Saskatchewan  River  at  Elk  Point 

Bridge,  Section  25-56-7-4. 
Whitney  Lake,  North  of  Heinsburg  4x/2  miles, 

N.E.V4  Section  8-56-4-4. 
St.  Vincent  Lake,  7  miles  north  of  St.  Paul 

and  Highway  No.  28,  S.W.^  Section  17-59. 

9-4. 

Fort  Lake,  22  miles  north  of  Ashmont  on  High- 
way No.  28,  N.W.y4  Section  14-63-11-4. 
District  8.  West  of  Edmonton 

On  Highway  No.  16  at  Obed  Lake  between 
Edson  &  Hinton,  N.E.%  Section  3-53-22-5. 

On  Hornbeck  Creek,  Highway  No.  16,  west 
of  Edson,  S.W.V4  Section  17-53-18-5. 

West  of  Hinton,   Highway  No.   16,  N.E.% 
Section  11-50-26-5. 
District  9.  North  of  Edmonton 

Highway  No.  28,  on  Sturgeon  River,  near  Car- 
bondale,  S.W.Va  Section  10-55-24-4. 

On  Lawrence  Lake,  Highway  No.  2  between 
Athabasca  and  Smith  N.W.Va  Section  19-69- 
24-4. 


New  Welfare  Course 

More  than  100  persons  engaged  in  social 
welfare  work  in  Alberta  are  enrolled  in  a  certifi- 
cate course  in  Social  Welfare,  arranged  and 
organized  by  the  Extension  Department  of  the 
University  of  Alberta  in  co-operation  with  the 
Provincial  Department  of  Public  Welfare.  Classes 
in  the  five-section  program  are  held  two  evenings 
a  week  in  Edmonton  and  Calgary  and  will  extend 
over  three  years. 

The  course  is  designed  to  provide  those  funda- 
mentals of  social  welfare  which  will  give  the 
worker  a  better  appreciation  of  the  field  and 
improve  his  ability  in  performing  his  work.  The 
program  is  not  intended  to  take  the  place  of  pro- 
fessional training  as  offered  by  schools  of  social 
work.  The  certificate  course  is  directed  to  those 
workers  who  have  had  no  formal  training  in  the 
field. 

The  five  sections  of  the  course  include  an 
introduction  to  social  work,  in  two  parts;  human 
growth  and  personality  development;  interviewing 
methods;  welfare  practice,  and  community  organi- 
zation. First  section  of  the  course  commenced  in 
January.  Seventy  persons  are  enrolled  in  Edmon- 
ton and  35  in  Calgary. 

Each  section  will  conclude  with  instructors' 
assessment  of  the  work  completed  by  students 
who  propose  to  continue  towards  certification. 
Written  examinations  also  will  be  conducted.  An 
advisory  committee  of  nine,  representing  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta,  Provincial  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Welfare,  and  other  welfare  agencies  is 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  standards  of 
the  course. 

Instructors  are  drawn  from  among  profes- 
sionally trained  social  workers  in  Alberta,  members 
of  the  university  staff,  and  specialists  from  out- 
side the  province.  • 


GRIZZLIES  PROTECTED 

Other  Breeds  Benefit  Also 


In  a  move  to  avert  extinction  of  what  are  considered  bv  some  biologists  to  be  the  plains  grizzly 
bear,  the  Alberta  Government  has  declared  a  protected  area  of  some  8,000  square  miles  for  the 
animals  in  north-central  Alberta.  Under  an  order-in-council  which  went  into  effect  April  1,  it  is 
illegal  to  hunt  or  kill  grizzly,  black  or  brown  (cinnamon)  bears  anvwhere  within  the  designated  area. 

Leading  zoologists  in  North  America  agree  that  the  plains  grizzly  roamed  prairie  river  valleys 
before  the  arrival  of  white  settlers.  A  grizzly  sub-species  found  only  in  western  Canada  at  that  time, 
the  plains  race  was  driven  into  the  hinterlands  with  disappareance  of  buffalo,  their  natural  food. 
Current  oil  exploration  and  lumbering  activities  in  the  Swan  Hills  region,  their  last  stronghold,  posed 
threat  of  the  breed's  annihilation  within  a  few  generations. 

In  size  and  weight,  northern  Alberta's  plains  grizzly  is  exceeded  only  by  the  Alaskan  (Kodiak) 
bear  among  all  species  in  the  world.  Members  of  the  race  are  considerably  larger  than  their  close 
relatives,  the  mountain  grizzly  and  black  or  cinnamon  bears.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the  larger 
males  to  top  800  pounds,  with  foreclaws  measuring  well  over  five  inches  in  length.  The  world's 
largest  grizzly  on  record  is  a  900-pound-plus  monarch  shot  in  the  Lesser  Slave  area  in  1953.  Third 
and  fourth  largest  on  record  also  came  from  the  same  general  area. 

An  enormous  appetite  coupled  with  stringent  surroundings  have  made  the  plains  grizzly  an 
able  forager.  Predominantly  carnivorous,  they  will  also  eat  plant  growth,  insects  and  carrion.  For 
short  distances,  they  can  run  with  the  speed  of  a  horse.  In  their  original  environment  this  enabled 
them  to  bring  down  buffalo.    Now,  their  speedy  gait  enables  them  to  catch  occasional  big  game. 

A  plains  bear's  life  cycle  is  similar  to  that  of  humans,  zoologists  report.  Cubs  reach  adulthood 
at  12  to  18  years  of  age.  Their  natural  life  span  is  up  to  50  years  of  age  but  some  are  thought 
to  pass  even  that  mark  by  five  or  ten  years. 

In  recent  years,  the  plains  grizzly  has  fallen  prey  to  some  indiscriminate  shooting.  Some  animals 
were  shot  when  they  foraged  for  scrap  food  among  the  camps  of  oil  exploration  and  sawmill  field 
crews.  Regulations  now  require  that  refuse  dumps  be  located  a  good  distance  from  the  actual 
campsite.  In  the  event  that  a  bear  my  threaten  private  property  or  endanger  public  safety,  govern- 
ment game  officers  are  empowered  to  take  suitable  action. 

The  new  protected  area  is  bounded  bv  Highway  No.  2  at  its  intersection  with  the  Athabasca 
River,  near  Smith;  westerly  to  its  junction  with  Highway  No.  34;  thence  southwest  to  the  junction 
of  Highways  34  and  43;  thence  southeast  along  No.  43  to  meet  the  Athabasca  River;  and  thence  along 
the  river  back  to  point  of  start. 


